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The Agreement to Estabiish the Guif Accreditation Centre

Based upon tha gosls of the Bylaws of the Coaoperation Councli for
the Arab States of the Gulf:

in accord with the goals of Tha Unified Economic Agresment
batween ihe countries of the Guif Cooperation Councll, and lo
achlave economic Integration among member siates;

In viaw of lhe significant role of the vanous Gulf industries in
facllitating trade betwaan the member stales;

in order to promotes exporls of the reglon end enhance thair
economies;

in view of the need (o provide a regional quallty infrastructurs, and
aspecially developing and sustalning accreditation activitles, and

B:Qm.‘sbsms 3:523\0izlimﬂmagm\ requirements and
praciices; and; .

lo achigve confidence and Intemational recognition of conformily
assessment Infrasinuciure in the GSO member states”

the governments of the following countries:

Unlted Arab Emirates
Kingdom of Bahrain
Kingdom of Saudj Arabla
Sultanats of Oman
Stale of Qalar
Slale of Kuwait
The republic of Yemen
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Articla 1 "
Definitions (1) sn
Ciglad

In epplying the terms and condltions of this agresment the
following words and terms, unless otherwise stated, shall
mean {ha definitlons shown agalnst each of them:

- The Cooperation Council: the Cooperation Councll for

the Arab States of the Gulf; (GCC)

. The GSO: the Standardization Organization of the
Cooperation Councll ; (8S0)

. The Cantre: the GCC Accreditation Centre; (GAC)

. The Board of Directors: the Board of Directors of the
Centre;

- The General Direction: the General Direction of the

Centre;

Member States: the member states in the GSO;

General Director: General Director of the Cenlre;

The Year: the Gregarian Calendar (AD);

The Agreement: the agreement to establish the Centre;

this agraement.

Accraditation: a third-parly altestalion related to a

conformity assessment body by conveylng formal

demonstration of its competence to carry out specific
conformity assessment tasks,

. The Applicant: the conformity assessment body, or any
other body whose work requires accreditation, seeking
accreditation by the Centre;

. The aceredited organlzation: the conformity assessment
body, or eny other body whose work requires

..aocreditation, accredited by the Centre;
...».nn“o Itation  Requirements: the criteria and
- “retiijpeinents specified by the Centre in accordance with
-the, reguirements and criteria Issued by the relevant
wz cm_ authoritles andfor any othar additlonal
t

Lpenen;
“Intef
ts laid down by member states with which the

cant fnust comply in order to obtain the accraditation;
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« Scope of Accredltatiom:  a  speclfic  conformily | 1oyl LUty fdaalt Lahyalt aladt e 3 psleall b liadl, Lyl
assessmant sarvice or any other services the appiicant tT B : ’
may seak accredltation for, Fle o pds (g eluae Y1 dyall o) el )t 4,
. Accreditation Certiflcate: an official document issued by . \ . s
the Centre stating that an accreditation in a certain scops el gla dpaali il bl e
has been granted to the applicant; ey rC.L ohas Q_ u, Baasa Al ppf wlaas, gLV g =
. Conformlty Assessment: confirmation that specific
requirements relevant to & product, operatlon, system, a otlat Ll ok,
person or a body have been mel; v .. Gl gl e S .
. The Conformity Assessment Body: a body that provides | 3=¥! g o3 38 b 0 S B Ay Ly ralied g
conformity  assessment services Including testing, e Jloa A vl i

callbration , Inspection , certification of  personnel,
cettification of products, carification of management | W Jf Lle f xily feala sxia @l of ctd) sAGgtadi P ]
systems or other services assoclated with conformity and

can be accredited; e el 5 8 4l pars
. Mutual Recognition Arrangements: intemational or ﬁ_ iy (Rl gyl et iy c.u_ Zeadl 13,0 pusi Ya =

reglonal arrangements batween accraditation bodlas that
allow for mutual recognltion of accredited canformity e Cilaa s, S ot Sl glcdt eibas ) Lsaw chad (e

assessment rasulls.
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Article 2
The Establishmaent :
(2) s
An Accreditation Gentre Is to be established for the member states e
V v

1o be called {the GCC Accreditalion Centra GAC)

Article 3
. Legal entity

GAC has its own legal Indapendent antity within the goals and
rasponsibilities outlined in this Agreement. It is applicable to the
privileges and immunities the Centre is empowared within the
member statas the immunities and Privileges Agreement of the
states of tha Cooperatlon Council slgned on 11" February
1984, (9/6/1404 Hejri calendar). The Centre Is entitied to make
a specific agreament to its headquarter covering, among other
things, the immunitieas and privilages assigned to the Centre
and to those working at i, to representatives of the membar
stales taking part In its mealings and alsc the experts assisting
the Centre, and other matters stated In the agreements of the

headquarter.
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Article 4 3
The Goals (4) 3k
il

The speclic goals of the Centre are the followlng:

1 Building Confidence In the rasulls of services provided by
the organizations accredited by the Centre;

2. Achisvement of mutual recognition with the Iniematlonal
and reglonal bodies and organizations working In the
acereditation fleld:

3. Providing the accredltation services regarding the
requirements and needs of conformlity assessment bodles
and all the bodies related to accreditation In the member
states;

4. Safeguarding the Interests of the accreditation services
beneficlaries.

Article 6
Responslbilities

In order to achleve Its objactives the Accreditation Centre
undertakes the following responsibiiities:
Formulating and developing the accreditation policias within the
member states;
Planning, sefting directions and developing the accreditation
infrastructure for the member states in the fleld of accreditation,
and making use of the available resources in all the member
states;
Making avallable the accreditation services- including granting
accreditation - lo the conformily assessments bodies and any
other bodies whose work requires accreditation in the member
states and other states;
mmmnﬁsn.man.unmﬂm_._:m the Accreditation Requirements relevant

S::ﬁ.,%mﬁead? >mmmum3macoa_mmm:am%ogm_.coa_am
engagdpd m;.ﬁw: ormity assessment whose work requires

accreditation dnd also speclfying and preparing guldance
docufnentsraliuired for that;
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arrangements relevant ta the Centre's activitles with regional and
Internallonal bodles and arganfzatlons Interested in accredliation;

6. Praparing and providing tralning services In specific areas of tha
Centre’s speclalization and encouraging and supporting studles
and research concemed with accreditation activities and
canformity assessments within the constraints set by the
International standards and rules;

7. Promoting awareness of the concept and Imporance of
accreditation and its activities to those bensfiting from
accreditation services;

8, Through the General Direction, representing maember states In the
reglonal and International assemblies ragarding accreditation
malters;

9. Undertaking any other tasks concerning the activiles of the
Accreditation Centra which are approved by the Board of Directors
provided that they do nol canflict with the international procedures
and practices,

Article 8
Units of the Centre

The Centre shall comprise the fotiowing:
1. the Board of Directors; and
2. the General Diraction

Each of the above mentioned bodles may establlsh sub-bodies, at thelr
discretlon, to help camylng out their respective dutles and functions
entrusted {o It.
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Article 7 -
The Board of Directors (7) 3oLt
LY Galae

The Board of Dlrectors shall be composed of the compatent
Ministers responsible for standardization of each Member State. !f
the competent Minister of any Member State cannol participate,
his representalive shall be of the same rank as the minister.
Meetings of the Board of Directors shall be attended by the
General Director of the GAC and the GSO Secretary General
without having the right to vote,

Chaimanship of the Board of Directors shall rotate annuaily
according o the Arabic Alphabetical arder of the member states.

Article 8
The Board of Directors Meetings

The Board of Directors shall convene twice a year and may hold
extraordinary meetings at the request of ona third of the Member
States. Meetings of the Board of Direclors shall be deemed valld
if attended by two thirds of lhe Member States.

The Board of Directors may Invite to its mastings reprasentatives
of bodles from governmenlal and private sector organizations
concerned with accreditation maltters, In or oulside member
states, without voting rights.

Resolutions of the Board of Directors concerning substantive
matters are to be laken by unanimous approval of the
representatives of the Membar States present at the maeetings. in
~procedural_malters, resolutions and recommendations of the
Directors shall be taken by majorlty vote of the

n “nmmm of a tie, the Chairman shall have the casling
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Article 9
The Board of Directors Responsibliitles

The Board of Directors is the highest authorlly In the GAC. It controls
and manages the affairs of the Center and adopts its general policles
and, for this purpose il may exerclse, in paricular, the following
funclions:

1. Approving the policles and strategles and plans of the
Centre in light of its goals and speclalizations and fallowing
up thelr implamentation;

Fallowing up the activities and achlevements of the Centre;

Appointing the General Director and terminate his services:

Approving the establishment or closure of branches of the

Centre;

8, Making dacislons about the amendmaents proposed by the
General direction on this Agreement;

8. The ratlification of the final accounts of the Centre,

7. Approving the annusl budget, financlal, accounting and
administration systems of the Centre and egreeing to carry
out transfers between clauses of the budget;

8. The appointment of the external financlal auditor and
determine his rewards;

S, Approving accreditation activities feas:;

Hen

The Board can delegate some of his responsibilities to the
General Dlrector,
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Articla 10
The General Direction

The Centre shall have a General Direclion presided by a General
Direclor to be In charge of carrying out its affairs and wha Is o be
appointed for a period of three years, renewable, and whose dulies
comprisa the following:

1. Granting, withdrawing or suspending of accraditation and
extending or reducing the scope of accredilations In
accordance with applicable organizational rules,

2. Formulating palicles and long-term stralegic plans,
definlng Its prioritias and dlrections and formuiating annual
plans of the activitles of the Centre in light of endorsed
strategies and following up their implamentation after their
approval.

3. Preparing the annual and periodic reports cancerning the
achlevements and aclivitias of the Centre and making
recommsndations capable of developing Its activities to
the Board of Diractors,

4, Dratting the administrative and financial guidalines to the
Cenltre and supervising thalr implementation after their
approval.

5. Recommending establishment or closure of branches of
the Centre,

6. Recommending amendments to this Agreement;

7. Preparing the final statament of account of the Centre,

8 Praparing the annual budget of the Centre and transfers
bstween sections of budget and following up its

- Toplag
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technical needs of the Centre to underake ils aclivities
and rasponsibliities and ensuring thelr avallabliity as well
as the appointment of personnel,

12, Liaising with the relevant natlonal, Guif, regional and
international bodies to carry out the aclivities of the
Centre. :

13, Administration of the Centre and supervision of ils
employees, administrative, technical, finsncial and
contractual matters pursuant te this Agreement and the
systems and organizational rules issued thereof.

14. Forming speclafised committees to assist In the appllcation
of accreditation procedures.

15. Editing the rules governing formatlon of committees and
their method of perfarming thelr work;

18. Preparing systems, rulas and technlcal guidelines of the
Centre..

17. Forming committees for appeals agalnst decision
pertalning to Accreditation;

18. Representing the Centre In reglonal and International
Arenas,

19, Signing the mutual agreements and relatad activities with
the regional and International organizations ard
cooperation in the field of accreditation;

20. Implementing the responsibliities and tasks assigned to
him.
Article 11
The Budget of the Centre

The Centrs shall have an Independent budget financed from the

ng resources:

o The-aetums and fees charged by the Centre in return for

- " fhe'serylces provided.

2. " FipanclalMunds allocated to It by Member States.

at GE:F%PQ donations which do not conflict with the Centre
i iden

ndepe! cy _or Impartiality and to be approved by the
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AR Determining the  administrative, financial, human and

technical needs of the Centre to underake s activities

and responsibllities and enauring thelr gvaltabliity as well

as the appaintment of personnel.

Lialsing with the refevant natlonal, Gulf, regional and

internatlonal bodies to carry out the activitias of the

Centre, :

13, Administration of the Centre and supervision of ils
employees, administrative, technical, financial and
contractual matters pursuant to this Agreement and the
systems and organizational rules issued thereof.

14, Forming speclallsed commitiees to assist in the application
of accreditation procedures.

15. Ediling the rules governing formalion of commitieas and
their method of performing thelr work;

-
N

16. Preparing systems, rules and technical guidelines of the

Centre.,

17. - Foming committess for appeals against decision
pertaining to Accreditation;

18. Representing the Cantre In regional and International
Arenas,

18, Signing the mutual agreements and related adtivities with
the regional and international organizations and
cooperation in the fleld of accreditetion;

20. Implementing the responsibilitles and tasks assigned to
him.

Article 14
The Budget of the Centre

The Centre shall have an Independent budget financed from the
wing resources:
. ) ‘ g-Ietums and fees charged by the Centre In return for
- “the seryices provided.
: " Fipanclalfunds allocated to i by Member States,
Grdnth and donations which do not conflict with the Centre
indef o.mm ency or Impariiality and lo be approved by the
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R amnicable means, and falilng that, the matter shall be submitted to the 5 - . , . i, Le . . .
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shall be established with each party selecting an arbltrator while the | © Sub e 48 ekl e Yy 0D Loley Wlei e !
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whose decislons are final and binding to all partles with no right of R N I . U
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applled In resolving the disputes that are presented to It, with the ELI B e 0 el e 351039 58 P
m provislon that its declalon should be made no later than six months
from first hearing the dispute.
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M.. g This Agresment shall enter into force as of the date of approval,
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